A   HISTORY   OF   MEDICINE
born and educated at Bristol, went to the United States at the
age of twenty-four, and practised for some years in Cincinnati,
Then, like Billings, he volunteered for service in the Civil War,
and was eventually posted to the Surgeon-GeneraPs Library,
where he spent the remainder of his long life. In addition to
his bibliographic work, Fletcher was interested in medical juris-
prudence, on which he lectured at Johns Hopkins Medical School,,
as well as anthropology and medical history.
While Billings and Fletcher were at work on the first volume
of the index catalogue they conceived the idea of another publica-
tion, which would keep the medical profession in touch with cur*
rent literature. It had taken as long as fifteen years to work
through the alphabet in the first series of the catalogue, so that
while the information on zymotic diseases (Z), was up-to-date,
that on abscess (A) was already fourteen years old. The additional
index envisaged by Billings and Fletcher was a monthly index of
the current medical literature of all countries. In 1879 the first
number of the Index Medicus was published, Fletcher taking a
leading part in its preparation, and continuing to do so for the
next twenty-one years.1 There was then a break in the con-
tinuity for lack of financial support.
A praiseworthy attempt was made by Professor CHARLES
RICHET of Paris (1850-1935), better known as the exponent of
" anaphylaxis," to revive the idea by the preparation of Biblio-
graphia Medica, of which three volumes appeared (1900-1902).
In 1903 the Index Medicus resumed publication under the patron-
age of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, with Fletcher as
editor. After Fletcher's death the work was continued by
Garrison, and in 1927 the Quarterly Cumulative Index to Current
Medical Literature, which had been published for ten years by the
American Medical Association, was amalagamated with the
Index Medicus to form the Quarterly Cumulative Index Medicus, which
continues to appear and is a complete and accurate guide to
current medical literature.
Thus did the original idea of John S. Billings come to full
fruition, a great ambition, nobly planned and amply fulfilled,
".a world record of the scientific endeavour of physicians in all
ages."
" I'll let you into the secret/* said Billings to one who praised
i F. H. Garrison, "Dr. Robert Fletcher: An Appreciation/* Jour. Amur, Ued. Assn.,
, vol. lix. p* 1907
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